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Vertical Drainage Board Installation – Anchor Bonding Method 
 

Technical Bulletin  September 2018 
 

Issue: Waterproofing drainage boards installed vertically using traditional bonding methods are 
susceptible to adhesive failure and falling down over time. This issue can be enhanced at high 
temperatures and can occur regardless of the type of waterproofing membrane. 
 
Recommendation: Use the Anchor Bonding Method to increase bond strength and prevent 
adhesive failure. 
 

Anchor Bonding Method 
 

Step 1: Lay out drainage board to be 
installed. 4 to 6 inches (6 to 9 dimples) 
below what will be the top of the 
drainage board cut only the plastic core 
from one side to the other with a utility 
knife. Do not cut through the fabric.  
 

 
 

Step 2: Remove the top 4 to 6 inches (6 
to 9 dimples) of plastic core exposing 
the fabric. 
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Step 3: Apply a full coat (80%-100% 
coverage) of adhesive across at least the 
top 4 to 6 inches of the membrane where 
the drain board will be installed. Use a 
frame and fill pattern to apply adhesive 
to the rest of the membrane. 
 

 
 

Step 4: When the adhesive is ready, align 
the top 4 to 6 inches of exposed fabric on 
the drain board with the top 4 to 6 inches 
of full coverage adhesive on membrane.  
Apply heavy pressure to compress the 
fabric into adhesive. This area will act as 
the anchor for the board. 

 
 

Step 5: Working from the top down, 
apply heavy, uniform pressure to 
compress the drain board into the 
adhesive. Be sure to also compress the 
fabric on the sides of the board into the 
adhesive. Fabric and plastic core should 
exhibit a strong initial bond to the 
adhesive. 
  

 

• Backfill exposed areas as soon as possible to prevent damage to the waterproofing 
materials. 

• The same steps can be used for the bottom of the board to prevent curling up. 

• This method can also be used on film backed drainage boards. 
 

A video demonstrating the Anchor Bonding Method can be seen at: 
www.youtube.com/gludown 
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Precautionary Information Refer to Product Label and Safety Data Sheet for health and safety 
information before using this product. For additional health and safety 
information, call (214) 504-2503. 

Technical Information The technical information, recommendations and other statements 
contained in this document are based upon tests or experience that 
GluDown, Inc. believes are reliable, but the accuracy or completeness of 
such information is not guaranteed. 

Product Use Many factors beyond GluDown Inc.’s control and uniquely within user’s 
knowledge and control can affect the use and performance of a GluDown, 
Inc. product in a particular application. Given the variety of factors that 
can affect the use and performance of a GluDown, Inc. product, user is 
solely responsible for evaluating the GluDown, Inc. product and 
determining whether it is fit for a particular purpose and suitable for 
user’s method of application. 

Warranties and Disclaimer GLUDOWN, INC. MAKES NO WARRANTIES, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, 
INCLUIDNG, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, ANY IMPLIED WARRANTY OF 
MERCHANTABILITY OR FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE.  User is 
responsible for determining whether the product is fit for a particular 
purpose and suitable for user’s method of application. Please remember 
that many factors can affect the use and performance of any adhesive in 
a particular application. Given the variety of factors that can affect the use 
and performance of a GluDown, Inc. product, some of which are uniquely 
within the user’s knowledge and control, it is essential that the user 
evaluate the product to determine whether it is fit for a particular purpose 
for the user’s method of application.   

Limitation of Remedies & Liability    If the GluDown, Inc. product is proved to be defective, THE EXCLUSIVE 
REMEDY, AT GLUDOWN, INC.’s OPTION, SHALL BE TO REFUND THE 
PURCHASE PRICE OF OR TO REPAIR OR REPLACE THE DEFECTIVE 
GLUDOWN, INC. PRODUCT. GluDown, Inc. shall not otherwise be liable for 
loss or damages, whether direct, indirect, special, incidental, or 
consequential, regardless of the legal theory asserted, including, but not 
limited to, contract, negligence, warranty, or strict liability.   

 


